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Peer reviews not favourable to St Mary's haul route study

By Dosl REDMOND

hree separate peer review companies have handed

Hamilton their assessment of the proposed St Marv's quar-
v haul routes and the verdict was: “not enough information.”

“Obwvicusly, when we read these, eity staff have some pret-
tv major concerns,” sand Flamborough Councillor Margaret
MeCarthy, who's leading the battle agamst the proposed quarry
on the Campbellville-Flamborough border

“We're getting back peer reviews that in one case had 14
pages of concerns,” she marvelled, “and this 15 just their haul
routes.”

She noted that if the proposed haul routes were causing this
much concern, “what about the even bigger 1ssues. such as
water quality ™™

The Mimstry of the Emaronment stself has asked that the
Ministry of Natural Resources tum down the application until
the company supplies them with more defimitive water recireu-
lation results.

McCarthy told the Compass that among the peer reviews,
the prevailing concerns were over the “lack of completeness™ m
the information bemy supphed by the aggregate company,

To that end, Michelle Sergt, a semor planner in Hamalton's
Planming and Economic Development department, sent St
Marys a tersely-worded letter on July 7, asking the company to
provide all of the city’s peer review team more information on
ther proposed haul routes from the site at 10th Concession East
and Milburough Townline,

Based on peer reviews prepared for CART and city staff's
review, 1t 15 noted that addibonal information 5 required to
ensure that all the requirements of the Haul Route Study’s
Terms of Reference are met ™

She went to say there was a “lack of clanty™ in the St

Mary’s haul route studyv, as well as "question surrounding the

methodology employed in (their haul route) study.”

Her letter goes on to question “information gaps” in the
study, data that is out-of-date because the study was conducted
50 long ago and problems with “policy analysis and interpreta-
tion” by St Marys.

She concluded that the city agreed with the finding from
the three separate companies - [Bl Group, Dougan & Associates
and Valcoustics - and then added that the proposed haul route
through Campbellville would need an Official Plan Amendment
from the Town of Milton

Given that Milton (as well as Halton) has already passed a
motion, asking the Provinee to turn down the application, it is

unlikely they would adjust the Official Plan to help out the
quarry applicant.

“Anyone can apply for anything,” said Milton Councillor
Cindy Lunau, “but given the concemns and missing information,
| suspect this mml-.i be fought every inch of the way. You owe
it to the process to review ‘the documentation but without the
documentation, no,”

“I'm not the least bit surprised by the findings of these peer
review companies,” noted McCarthy, “We've know all along
with 8t Marys had been less-than-extensive in their studies
Staff has been expressed the exact same concerns (as the peer
review companies) for a long time now "

alton MPP Ted Chudleigh smd that the MeGumey

Liberals bailout of General Motors does not offer the
protection of taxpayver’s money necessary to secure s sup-
port,

“Purchasing a stake in a failed automaker 15 not a good
deal for Ontano taxpavers,” sard Chudleigh. “This deal has no
detarled terms to protect taxpayers and most of the money wll
o to support GM pensions.”

Chudleigh, opposition enhie to the Mimistry of Economie
Development and Trade, sand that the deal opens the door tor
GM to convert the 33 53 bilhon in taxpavers’ meney into a
pension bailout. According to Chudleigh. the Premier refused
to bail out the Pension Guarantee Fund which gets contribu-
tions from 1500 companies, but he did provide GM wath the
opportumity to use the government contnbution to shore up 1ts
pension obhigations.

“About 70 per cent of Ontarians do not have any pension.

Taxpayers are not protected in GM bailout, says MPP

and vet the Premmier has commutted ther tax dollars, to prop-
ping up the pensions of well-pad autoworkers.” sasd
Chudleigh. “Federal Mimster Tony Clement smd  federal
baillout dollars will not be used for pensions, so that only
leaves Ontano’s contribution to be wsed in that manner.”

Chudleigh sasd that he was on record as bemng opposed to
the bailout unless several conditions were met. ineluding pro-
tection of taxpayer dollars, a viable business plan for the
future, and the guarantee that no government money would be
used to prop up pensions,

“With an ownership stake, taxpayers are now potentially
on the hook for future losses. This 15 not much more than a
sacrifice of hard earned tax dollars being burnt on the altar of
political consideration.” said Chudleigh. “How will the gov-
ernment deal with other automakers, and manufacturers who
come forward looking for assistance now that they've set this
precedent?
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* Doors open at 5:00 pm. Post time at 7:30 pm. AR TN
* Face painting and pony rides from 5:00-7:00 pm

& meet our Community Partners.
* Meet Maple Leafs Alumnus Darryl Sittler at a

FREE autograph signing at 6:00 pm. Mo;f.,)}»
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* Enter to WIN a vintage hockey jersey signed by BE'-

Darryl Sittler and other great hockey prizes.

* Beginner Betting Seminar at 6:30 pm and the
first 300 attendees get a FREE $2 Bet and
Race Program.

~ * FREE admission and parking!
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