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JEWELLERS           GEMOLOGISTS

Give new life to
your diamonds

Let us show you how a modest investment in 
an attractive setting can give life to your diamonds.

SAVE 25%
on all mounts during this event. 
Many designs to choose from.

REMOUNTING EVENT ◆ JUNE 27TH - JULY 31ST
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When you need to hire,
and hire fast,

call 905-526-3200.

To place your ad, talk to one of our
employment specialists today.

DENTURES

Valid until September 30/05
905•318•7703

$24900
each

$24900
each

h0
77

09
87

2372 BARTON ST. E., HAMILTON 905 560-0061

PLUMBING
CENTRE

We are
your

CENTRE 
for 

shower
doors
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Out of the bag,
Into the box.

hamilton.ca/waste

OLD SPECS
LAST SEEN HERE.

Delivered to your front door everyday.
Collected from your front curb every week.
Life doesn’t get any more convenient.

H
07

74
16

3

POCKET ROCKET.  KEEP POCKET BIKE OFF THE ROAD OR FACE EMPTY POCKETS. A6 SSPPEECCTICKER...

BY CAROL PHILLIPS

C A R L I S L E ✦ Residents on the communal well
system in Carlisle used so much water on their
lawns last week that they twice drained the water
tower dry.

That forced the city to impose a watering ban
and spawned complaints from residents that
Hamilton isn’t providing enough water to keep
their properties green.

Scott Stewart, general manager of public works,
said many large homes on acre-sized lots are using
in-ground sprinklers to water the gardens for sev-
eral hours at a time, and that led to 600 households
being placed on an outdoor watering ban. The need
for continuing the ban will be reviewed tomorrow.

Carlisle residents pay some of the highest taxes
in Hamilton. There are large properties with ex-
tensive gardens.

The city approved the development. But there
isn’t enough water to keep the greenery going.

Stewart says the water-supply systems are de-
signed using a provincial standard of 350 litres of
water per household per 24-hour period. Last
Monday, when the tower ran dry by midnight, area
households were using an average 550 litres over
three hours. 

On Tuesday, when the water tower ran dry again
around 10:30 p.m., area households were using an
average 2,000 litres of water over just a four-hour
period. 

Residents say they need to water. Homeowners
are frustrated as they watch their lawns and ex-
pensive landscaping die off. They say this has been
an annual problem and they pay high enough tax-
es that fixing the capacity of the water system
should be a priority.

“At some point in time, it seems like a problem
that’s going to have to be dealt with rather than
pushing it off on people using their sprinkler sys-
tems,” said Tom Houston of Elderberry Lane, who
just got his system up and running when the wa-
tering ban was imposed.

Kevin Lord, who lives down the road, has already
received one warning from the city because he
wasn’t aware of the ban. He looks out over his
browning grass and mentions the dead trees he’s
had to replace over the years.

It’s all very frustrating for residents, said Lord,
who built his home nine years ago.

“The more we try to improve our property and
keep things up out here, the worse it gets,” he said.
“You can’t do anything right, especially with the
attitude that appears to come from the city.

“It’s frustrating because they haven’t paid any
attention to the infrastructure that’s required for
the amount of homes out here.”

While Stewart agrees with residents that subur-
ban-style development in the village has put stress
on the system, he says they must also start using
water more efficiently. 

“I wouldn’t sign off on any more development
permits up there because of this issue,” he said.
“We’ve got to get that 2,000 (litres) number down.
It’s just a different mindset when it comes to the
use of water. One resident called and complained
that five hours wasn’t enough to water the lawn.”

Stewart fears that the planned improvement of
the system will only allow residents to use up the
water at a faster rate.

City councillor Margaret McCarthy said it’s
been an ongoing battle for her at city hall.

“You can’t allow that kind of development and
taxation and then not facilitate the requirements
necessary to maintain it,” she said. Lord, for ex-
ample, pays $7,000 in property taxes. McCarthy
said some homeowners pay close to $20,000.

McCarthy said she realizes there are issues of both
conservation and development. “The consumption
is (extreme),” she acknowledged. “But the proper-
ties are huge — which have been approved.”

The water ban and the state of the water system
are sure to play a role in the coming battle against
plans to build a quarry in the area, near Mounts-
berg Road. Opponents argue it will affect the qual-
ity and quantity of the groundwater that supplies
the communal well system.

cphillips@thespec.com
905-526-3420

BY DAVE KEWLEY

A shining light, a hero, and a champion
for people infected with HIV through
blood transfusions, is dead at 49.

Mark Bulbrook died at the Hamilton
General Hospital on Thursday.

A former executive director of the
Hamilton AIDS Network and the On-
tario AIDS Network, Bulbrook was a
hemophiliac and one of thousands of
Canadians who were infected with the
AIDS virus and hepatitis C while re-
ceiving transfusions from the Canadi-
an Red Cross.

He worked tirelessly as a fundraiser
for the Hamilton AIDS Network and
other organizations such as the Cana-
dian Cancer Soci-
ety.

As a hemophili-
ac and AIDS advo-
cate, he joined the
fight for compen-
sation for HIV vic-
tims. 

And as a mem-
ber of The Hamil-
ton Spectator’s
editorial board, he
wrote numerous
columns over the
years about the
struggle and his feelings.

“But in his entire life, I never saw him
get angry or complain about the cards
that he had been dealt. He was never
bitter,” said his 26-year-old son,
Matthew Bulbrook. 

“He was a caring, giving and creative
individual who was always thinking of
others. 

“In our eyes he was a legend, a hus-
band, a father and our friend.”

Daughter Jennifer Bulbrook, 25, said
her father was a hero as well as an 
inspiration and touched everyone he
met.

“He was my hero … my rock. He 
always told me to never give up … be-
cause he never gave up on me,” she
said.

Charlie Guthro said once you be-
came Bulbrook’s friend, you had a
friend for life.

“He never let his disabilities hold
him back and he continued to organize
golf games and survivor weekends for
us almost to the end,” Guthro said. 

“He was an incredibly inspiring per-
son who taught us all to get every
ounce out of life during the time that
we have.”

Bulbrook is survived by his wife,
Colleen, his son Matthew and daugh-
ters Jennifer and Jessica.

A funeral liturgy was to be celebrat-
ed today at 10 a.m. at Sacred Heart
Parish, 19 Viewpoint Ave.  

dkewley@thespec.com
905-526-3474

BY DAVE KEWLEY

There’s a large arrangement of flowers
placed around the second utility pole
on the west side of John Street just a
short distance north of St. Joseph’s
Drive.

They’re floral arrangements from the
funeral service for 39-year-old Neil
Dudhnath that was held Friday to com-
memorate his life.

Dudhnath, who was riding a bicycle
down the Jolley Cut, collided with the
pole by St. Joseph’s Hospital just after
5:30 p.m., June 26. He was not wearing
a helmet.

When paramedics arrived it was evi-
dent he had suffered broken bones and
severe head injuries. He had no vital
signs. He was revived and taken to the
Hamilton General Hospital, where he
died Tuesday.

Police determined that his bicycle
had developed a brake problem that
forced him to make a wide turn at the
bottom of the Jolley Cut and his pedal
had struck the curb on the west side of
John Street, propelling him 20 metres
into the pole.

Yesterday, Dudhnath’s former wife
and best friend, Debbie Francis, said he
didn’t own a car and rode his bike al-

most everywhere he went.
“But he never wore a helmet because

he said he was a safe driver. He felt they
were just for kids and made people look
like geeks,” said Francis.

“I think it’s clear, however, if there is
any lesson to be learned from his death,
in today’s driving conditions every 
bicyclist should be made to wear a hel-
met,” she said.

Dudhnath was on life support for
three days. Francis urged the family to
donate his organs and they eventually
agreed.

“It’s really hard to watch your son ly-
ing there breathing, apparently all

right, but knowing that he will never
recover from his injuries,” she said.

It’s ironic that Francis and Dudhnath
had discussed the issue just a month
before the accident.

“Neil always was willing to help peo-
ple and he told me there was no reason
why he wouldn’t donate his organs,”
she said. She adds everyone should
take a few minutes and make sure all
family members know  their wishes.

“Neil’s liver and both kidneys went to
three different recipients.”

dkewley@thespec.com
905-526-3474

Bulbrook 
was an HIV
advocate
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Friend urges riders to wear helmets in wake of death

All is not well in Carlisle
Water supply 
is inadequate,
well users say

STUART NIMMO, SPECIAL TO THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR

Carlisle resident Kevin Lord is unhappy at the watering ban. He and his neighbours are frustrated that the
well system is inadequate for their gardening needs — despite the high property taxes they pay.
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